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_oeren ESSIONAT, ‘Boe w sssinahieladacel 


REORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY DEPART- 
MENT. 
Mr. Wise, from the Commitee on Naval af- 
fairs, made the following 


REPORT 


Washington, Saturday, Maich 5, 1842 


The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom 


was referred the subject of reorganizing 
the Nav y Department of the United State Ss 
report x . 


That they have had the same under consid- | 
eration, and propose a bill in conformity with | 


the general recommendations of the Secretary 
of the navy, as contained in his report to the 
President of the United States to the commit- 
tee on naval aflairs. 

The prevailing reasons for this reorganiza- 
tion are contained in a report of the secretary 
of the navy, rr Paulding.) made to the Ist 


session of the $ h Congress, in compliance 
with a resolution ‘of the House of Representa- 
tives, passed the 19th February, 1339, and 


in the late report of the present secretary of 
the navy, accompanying the message of the 
President of the United States to this session 


. ‘ ] ae to a - 
of Congress; to both which reports the com- 
i pn 5 f 
my. “eo * ‘ a 

mittee refer. lhe Der leave, also, to refer to 

- ] o . ! « 
the papers hereto annexed, marked A, B, and 

a s 


C, as expla natory of the bill now proposed. 
The ouly question leit for the committee to 
examine, afier considering these reports and 
papers, was the question of the expense of 
this reorganization. On this point they have 
fully satisfied themselves, and hope to satisfy 


the House that the additional expense will be 


‘calculation made without 


so small, if anv al all, as Lo form no obje ction | 


to the plan. 
In the first place 
thev are taken from = officers of the navy, 


» heads of bureaux. as 


whose pay is already fixed by law, and as 


there is no mecrease of their pay ooo are 

_— out of the calculation of additional ex- 
° } 

pense, as the pay oi the three commissioners 

t} 


. ; ae 
of the navy is not included 1 the calculation 


it 
of expense as now organized. 
department, besides the commissioners, is as 
stated in paper C: 

The number of clerks is 17—their pay is 
$19,935. In lieu of this force and this 
amount of compensation, the bill now submit- 
ted proposes : 

For the office of the Secretary of the Navy. 
ay. 


10 clerks, " 


, EDITOR. 





cw hole No. 372. 


clerks for lives of Yards and 
Docks, “ - 6,200 

3 clerks for bureau of Construe- 
tion and Repairs, - 3,200 
4 clerks for bureau of Equipment, &e. 4,200 
3 clerks for bureau of Ordnance, 3,000 
clerks for bureau of Hydrography, 3,000 
2 clerks for bureau of Medicine, &e. 2,000 





nn 


$31,900 
19,935 


Total number of clerks—30, 
Present number of clerks—17, 


Increase of clerks—13, - 511,965 

Thus it appears that the increase of the 
number of officers and clerks amounts to only 
thirteen, and that the increase of pay amounts to 
the sum only of $11,965; and this, upon a 
reference to that 
provision of the bill which allows the secreta- 
ry of the navy, with their consent to employ 
officers of the navy, under the grade of lieu- 
tenants, as clerks, for a compensation not 
much exceeding their pay already allowed 
them as officers in the service. This provi- 
ommended, for the obvious reasons 


sion is rec 


that it may afford young officers useful em- 


ploy ment, whilst they are not on naval duty— 
that t with the 
duties of the civil depa rtment of their branch 
of service—that they may qualify themselves 
to become heads of bureaux in their turn of 
promotion—and that the expense of the civil 
pitt ent of the navy may be reduced even 
far below what it now Zs. by employing the 


iey may become acquainted 


young officers, with their consent, as clerks, 


with salaries I ss than competent citizens could 
be employed for, and not much mgre than the 
regular pay of these officers, even whilst wait- 
ing orders. 

Thus, then, it is hoped that a more respon- 
sible and efficient organization can be given to 
the navy department with Jess expense even 
than the present, which has been found, by ex- 
perience, to be both inefficient and irresponsi- 
ble; and, in any event, whether young officers 
} 


be or be not employed as clerks, the increase 
| 


|as shown, cannot exceed, with the salaries pro- 
At present, the clerical force of the navy 


posed, the sum of $11,965 per annum. This 
sum, compared with what will be gained and 
saved by the additional force by order and 
systematic arrangement of duties, by respon- 
sibility in the department, by the additional 


checks upon officers, b yy additional guards upon 


| 


public accounts and other interests, by de- 
spatcl h of business, and by division of labor, 
will be found too small to be worthy of a 


¢10,300 moment’s consideration by a Government with 
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the resources of ours, and with interest and|Exclusive of bounty land of- 
objects of care daily multiplying and increas-| fice, Indian bureau, and 





ing in magnitude. Pension office - 27 pay $36,100 
Nothing material has been done for the im- — 
provement of the organization of the navy| Clerks - - 54 pay $61,500 


department since the act of February 7, 1815;|Proposed number of clerks 
whilst the war department has been, since} forthe navy department 3 
then, vasily increased and improved. 
During the administration of Mr. Monroe,} Difference still between the 
the organization of the department was wholly warand navy departments / pay $29,600 
changed by Mr. Calhoun, the Secretary of! Such was still the deficiency of force and 
War, upon the general principle of bureaux,/expenditure in the navy department, as com- 
a8 now proposed for the navy department;! pared with the war, notwithstanding that the 
and experience has fully proved its wisdom/navy actually requires nearly as much civil 
andeconomy. Since then, the war department! force and expenditure, having nearly as many 
has been well said “to work itself.” We all duties to perform, fora service nearly as large, 
know that such cannot be said of the present and dispersed over the entire globe, and with 
Organization of the navy department. Con- the strongest necessity existing for its vast in- 
gress has been long sensible that it requires a crease, either for peace or war. 
total change, as seen by its resolutions calling) With these views, they report a bill, for 
for reorganization; and it is believed all the proper details of which they have sought the 
heads of the navy department, for the last best information, generally approved, and now 
twenty years, who have ever expressed any recommended. _ 
Opinions at all, have concurred with those of | Navy Derartment, January 8, 1842. 
secretaries Paulding and Upshur, who unite) sip: | have the honor to acknowledge the 
generally, in the same views of a plan of re- recent of your letter of yesterday, covering a re- 
Seen ; solution of the committee on naval affairs of the 
A comparison with the scale of expense }Hoys¢ of Represeniatives,and informing me that 
adopted for the war departm ent will exhibit it is the “ pleasure of the committee to receive 
how very moderate the committee’s PropOSl- from me such plans or projets of laws as I 
tion now is for the increase of the forceand joy deem ceiaiiieieter aiad proper Faw: Gee Gene 
expense of the navy department, : a provement of the naval service and the reor- 
Besides a vast number of military officers ganization of the navy department.” TI avail 
which the war department has employed in myself of the intimation thus given, to offer, 
civil Service, Upon army pay, at me City ol very respectfully the following suggestions : 
Washington—such pa. tae general officers, "Phe first object to be attained is the com- 
those in the Adjutant General’s office, in the jiation of anew code of laws and regula- 
Inspector General’s department, ” the Quarter= tions, For this purpose I propose to organize 
eeeet Gen.’s office, in the Subsistence bureau, 4 board, consisting of two officers from each 
bi the Purchasing bureau, in the Medical bureau, of the following grades: captains, command- 
in the Pay department, in the Engineer’s ors jientenants, pursers, and surgeons. I re- 
bureau, in the ‘l'opographical bureau, and N'spectfully submit the projet of a law, which 
the Ordnance bureau—that department las, ‘1 appears to me to be all that is required upon 
its various civil offices, the following clerical this point. The additional compensation to 
force, to wit: 


Office of the Secretary of War. 


© 


pay $31,900 








= 


ithe members, over and above their pay as offi- 
cers, is not contemplated to exceed their ne- 


No. of cierks. Salaries. | cieeaer ati ecuidiliane 
Clerks e 2 S bert : ; also aati sit he roi ctof a law for the re 
2 ou } iS . ON i { re ecr.o < aw 4 Ic- 
aeeey rem officg : =x ors § deeaion ae this de ) mane It will b 
2 ‘ c> s j al Z 10 i . } af art H : le 4 e 
pe NB M ie wi aging oe d that the pror ¥ ry lan is somewhat 
. . . | perceive e proposed plan is s that 
a a 4 eg a aa en le th . the ans 0) but this 
: > expensive thar > present one; but this 
Commanding General’s office 1 1,000 | «| sais rat nins-ie aah tives niet 
. x > Cy <4 4 adie. ere is ) bor 2LLOUR I 
Pre. a ettnay.: yi agen : Moon em i the department - he form its v iow 
. ~ O now lt department t srform its various 
+ cca eget ahatehwneaee oo duti a datas opel viet er. The ine aia of 
' 9 & es yroper manner. crease © 
Puichasing bureaus - 3 3,500 + ee : 
Shh} “yi, |the navy itself; the increase of our population; 
Subsistence bureau - 4 4,500 ” ae a ws 
“che new discoveries in the arts connected with 
C! :hing bureau . ] 1,000 Cepe ; . 
“d fe > Fy, | Havigation and naval warfare ; these, and other 
Pay department - 5 6,400 |”. ue “A eg 
PinaT ¢ 9 y4¢,| things which will at once occur to you, are 
Medical bureau - 2 2.150) °°. a Pre 
~ ~1-,\daily adding to the business of the depart- 
Engineer bureau - 5) 5,150 ge he , rae wi 
lopographical bureau A 2 Q0U ment. Pe corresponaence With Congress 
pc rain hartan g 8150 itself requires the whole time of a good clerk 
, Under these circumstances it is to be expected 











itional labor wil lec . oN 
Total clerks, &e. 81 pay 97,600 that additional labor will be called for. -No 








peer 





100 


900 
900 


—_——— 


500 
and 
om- 

the 
sivil 
any 
ge, 
with 
t in- 


, for 
, the 
now 


9 


2. 
> the 
are- 
f the 
that 
eive 
as I 
2 im- 
reor~ 
avail 
offer, 
1S : 
com- 
gula- 
anize 
each 
nand- 
| re~- 
vhich 
upon 
on to 
s offi- 
ir ne- 


he re- 
ll be 
pwhat 
1t this 
nough 
arious 
ase of 
lation; 
1 with 

other 
ju, are 
lepart- 
ngress 
clerk 
pected 
: = RS 








ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. §9 








considerable nation in the world manages its 


naval department with as little aid as I now 


ask for. 
I propose the appointment of a judge advo- 


} r ‘ j M 4 . , ‘ ‘¢ f 
cate general. T'he judicial labor now imposec 


a 


+ 
L 


amt etinn | 
CXamMimbation © 


~< +] } st ; o. > 
upon the department, in tne 


t 
' , 
{ n ) rec 70 ner With to Ac ’ 
| } 
pie} fae a PE aug pe « tis + , 
. ¢ ) ? 
ViCabt aAill yt) BR terol he! iO i 
ri 
follow, as a matter oi course, thal the 5 


4 


I"), wer an etriantl 4 Y “snnal. « dq nerht 1 hy 
ihey are strictis DroiessiOial, an OUTIL LO t 


performed by a professional man. ‘The head 
of the department is entitled to be relieved onr 
this point. 

Great advantaze would be derived from this 
arrangement in another respect. All courts 
martial should be held inthe city of Washing- 


the secretary, except in 
Ps . 4 . 

‘ular cases. ‘Thus a uni- 

would be had, and some- 
. | jonah 
“system would be estab- 


7 
Will h now prevall, and 


the whole system into 

he ee See ae te oe eee Se ead 
caisrepute aud odlium Would oe at Once Correc- 
TTX! a _ n AA hh eS Pe Fae ond j 
The arrangement would be aitended with no 
iF ae 7" ‘ as x a 4 oo hont r 
additional expense whatever. A salary of 
it PARTE cs Ae. 2 CAS TS Cs BE PRG SEL al SN 
twelve or hites th DUnCKTEaQ GOluad\srs pel annum 


1,] | j c -Omnelien t 
would ensure the services of a competent ol- 


ficer, among the practising law vers of the Dis- 
- * 


S = 
; ; itt ' hadcn feam tha } = 
trict; and you will perceive Irom the enciosea 
: tad’ R thet the annual chare 
document, marked b. (nat the annua. charge 
; 1 | {5 ys ha oat raare hae 
for judges aGvocate, 101 the last ten years, llas 


bes i I, SZ. 

This charge will iucrease from vear to year, 
with the increase 
quence of the want of that very uniformity of 


decision which the proposed arrangement is 


of the navy, aud in conse- 


calculated to ensure. | attach much import- | 


anbe to this measure. 
I respectfully but earnestly request that 
those subjects may be acted on as soon as pos- 
sible, without reference to any ulterior mea- 
sure. [shall have the honor to submit other 
Iratters to the consideration of the committee 
from time to time. 
With very great respect, 
A. P. UPSHUR. 
Hon. H. A. Wise. 
P. S. The draughts which I offer are inten- 
ded merely as sketches, to be put into better 
form by the committee. 





REMOVAL. 

OHN SMITH FRASER has removed from No. 168 Pearl 
eJ street. to No. 122 Broadway, aitoty opposite the City Ho- 
tel, at which place he intends to keep on hand a supply of Mili- 
tary trimmings and equipments. He will sell as cheap, if not 
cheaper than any one else iu the trade; snd to the officers of the 
Army, Nuvy, und Murine Corps, he would respectiully state, 
that he isnow ready to fill any order they may be pleased to 
send, either for the fulidress, or undress, of their respective 
corps and grades. 

Krabroideries done in gold or silver, equal in every respect to 
he French or English. — Dec— 23—2m 


c « - . > , tan ‘ " syte ~ } 
of the navy is competent to these duties. 
‘ t 





| Haport of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
| wm reply to the resolution of the House of 
| Representatives of 24th Juue, 1841, re 
| speciing the expeuditure, §&c., for the sut- 
| wey of the coast of the United States. 
‘Treasury Deparrment, Jan. 25, 1842. 
| Sir: 1 have the honor to make the fol- 
‘lowing report, in obedience to the resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 24th 
June last, directing * the Secretary of the 
''Prea-ury °’ to ** communicate to this House 
/at the commencement of the next session of 
Congress, a statement of the progress which 
shall then have been made in the survey of 
the coast of the United States, including the 
number, location, and length of the several 
base lines measured for the triangulations, the 
Stations occupied therefor, the observations 
'made for, and the corrections applied to the 
isame; the astronomical observations made 
for the determination of the latitude or longi- 
tude ; the work done by each corps employed 
in the service, and a descriptive list of the 
charts published, if any.” 
| ‘Also the amount of money expended on 
the survey of the coast, from tin:e to time, 
since its commencement, showing what sums 
have been appropriated for the purchase of 
‘Instruments and books; the names of all per- 
sons employed upon the survey, distinguish- 
ing such as may have been of the army or 
navy, tugether with their salaries or other 
compensation, and by whom appointed to 
the service ; exhibiting as well the direct ap- 
propriations for the survey of the coast as the 
indirect expenditure upon it, by reason of the 
employment therein of public vessels and 
officers.” | 
‘*Also, the probable length of time and 
amount of money required to complete tie 
survey of the coast, in the mode heretofore 
pursued, with suggestions of any other mode 
of surveying the same, which shall have for 
its object the acquisition of the greatest 
/amount of useful information in the shortest 
| time, and at the least expense.” 
| As the report from the superintendent, sub- 
mitted by the Department to the House of 
| Representatives on the 30th ultimo, and con- 
|tained in printed document No. 28 of the 
| present session, gives, probably, as satisfac- 
tory information as is in the power of the 
Department to furnish, in answer to so much 
of the resolution as relates to the progress 
and extent of the work already completed, 
and other details therein called for, I beg 
leave respectfully to refer the House to the 
report before mentioned for an answer to 
these portions of the resolution. 


In addition, I take occasion to remark, in 





eference “ to the probable length of time re- 
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quired to o complete the survey,’ ’ that nothing 


definite can be given in answer to this inqui- 
ry; but perhaps some ep omens to aes 
period of time may be reached by comparing 
the relative extent of the coast yet to be sur- 
veyed with that already executed, and 
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— wots re ER - oe + anatnmeinaeahe 


is > , 

riven. But: a as stated in the report of the 
superintendent, before referred to, it would 
annpar th. hi} un ties en Ges ‘ 

appear that this survey is conducted on the 
same scientific principles, with the benefit of 

; or 
modern improvements, as similar works un- 


dertaken by most of the governments of Eu- 


time occ cupie din the comple tion of the latter.|rope. — It tae seem that no new mode, em- 
In instituting the comparison, however, duc} bracing the same scientific principles and ae- 
allowances must be made for many unavoida-|curacy of res its: has, if diseevered. been vet 
ble delavs incident to the commencement and | adopted by those governments. ; 
proper organization for such a work, such as | Phe _accon panying statement No. 1, pre- 
procuring instrume¢ ents and otner sabaaucrdginian® 4 fe pp t the Regi rof the ‘T're asury, @X- 
equipments needed for its successful prose-| hibits **the amount of money expended on 
cution. It will be proper, also, in forming/ tne survey of the coast, from time to time, 
4 judgment of the time required to com pi te) since 11s commencement, howing what sums 
the work, to bear in mind that many of the;have been appropriated for the ls of 
results already obtaine »d can be used in subse-|instruments and books, the name f all pe 
quent operations ; and due consideration, at/so iployed upon th vey distineuish. 
the same time, should be given to the fact|ing such as may have been of 1 army o1 
that important practical knowledge and expe-| navy, together with their salaries or othe: 
rience have bes n gained by the principal as-| compensation, and by whom appointed to the 
sistants of the superintendent, a1 d others im-|Service.”’ aS 
mediately connected with the survey. ‘These, It is to be observed that the compensations 
together - with the means al lready obtained, |} of th superintend nt. and assistants, and 
and the complete organization now existing! othe: nployed in the work, have been fix- 
throughout its varrous branches, would, all cd | President for the time bie, The 
combined, no doubt, tend greatly to accelerate} pay from the coast survey ap} propriation of 
the completion of the remaining portion of| some of the officers of the n: vy, as alee of 
the work. é | the lower grade of persons employed in the 
A similar comparison of that portion of the|ficld operations, ceases during the winter 
work already finished, and the cost of execut-! months. 
ing the same, with that still to be performed, The communication herewith sent, num- 
might, it is believed, furnish a tolera bly cor- ed 2, furnished by the Navy Department, 
rect idea of the ** pre obable amount of mont : - desi sued to answer that branch of the reso- 
required to complete the survey of the coast, > Hution calling for ** the indirect xpenditure 
provided the same means and facilities be ex-| upon It, the ury by reas { the em- 
tended to the future operations of the work} ployment therein of the public vessels and 


as have been heretofore and are at present af- 
forded for its prosecution, An aug te ition | 
ef these means and facilities would doubtless 
oxpedite its completion, and probably dimin-| 
ish the expense. 

As, however, for the foregoing 
the Department could furnish nothi 
than conjectural answers to these inquiries, it 
is deemed most respectful and advisable 1 
refrain from the expression of an sulin 
based upon such uncertain data, and depen- 
fent upon contingencies of the nature re- 
perred to. 

In regard to the ‘ suggestion of any other 
mode of surveying the same, which shall 
have for its object the acquisition of the great- 
est amount of useful information in the short- 
est time, and at the least expense,’’ I would 
remark that this department is. not possessed 

of the requisite information to enable it to 
make any satisfactory suggestion on this sub-|© 
ject, involving as it does ‘both a theoretic and 
practical knowledge of a branch of the scien- 
ces foreign from its appropriate duties, and 
to which its attention has not been specially 


reasons, 
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ne more 
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| “ar 1 
+? rye . . . Yt 
Mars that, aS the laws a) 
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vey of the coast auth 


s% 


officers. 
On this head it is deemed proper to re- 
oviding for the sur- 
poe the President to em- 
ploy **such of the public vessels in actual 
service as he may judge expedient,” and “all 
persons in the land and naval service, and 
such astronomers and ot as he 
hall deem proper,’’ it becomes questionable 
Sethe: these expenditures ought properly 
to be considered, to their full extent. as charge- 
able to the coast surve y- These vessels, 
with their officers and men, would, if not 
employed in this special duty, have still re- 
mained a charge on the service to which they 
belonged. Their transfer to the survey w ould 
doubtless increase the expense in some de- 
gree, but it is respect fully suggested whether 
this entire charge can be fairly thrown upon 
the expenditures of the work under consid- 
eration. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
W. FORWARD, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Joun Wuire, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
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No. J W. B. Whiting | 1 do Do do t 
Statement of money expended, out of the direct appro | Lt. Chandler — 1 do Do do f 
priations by Congress, and accounted for by settle | J. K. Mitchell | 1 do Do do . 
oem in the office of the First Auditor of the Treasu-| Lt. G.S. Blake | 627 per ann. |Sup. with appro- : 
survey of the coast of the United States val of Pres, i 
, 1808, to eas in 1832] D. D. Porter 1 per day Sup. with app. 4 
and from 1336 to June 30, 1841; showing of Sec. of Treas.. x 
e been pa ‘d for the pure hase and re | Lt. Todd 1 do Do do ‘ 
and. for booles : He names of all 5. C. Rowan j do Do do 
upon the survey, designating such| Lt. G. M. Bache | ] do Do do ) 
the army and navy, a rether with mt Reon S. \ steno ] do Do do § 
compensation, and by whom ap-|H. C. Fla l do | Do do } 
iC, W. Pieciver 1 do | Do do t 
nema rs —|J.1. Boyle l do | Do do q 
lor the put Af. $ 5.51 telwa ren I do | Do do ; 
ch {books Aggregate a | LD. i. Dulan 1y 4 do |S c. of Treas. 4 
jand ji: stru mount of ex Vi id, Low ry ] do | Do do ; 
m nts and re ’ iLures Mid. Sands 1 do | Do do * 
«ate Mid. Ring 1 do | Do do : 
ius! S7lb 3 S715 7 us dl. Swift, ais: 2.50 pr. com) 4 
isll a 1.105 62 __bursing ofileer, sob STN aah " 
1811 to Ju- No. 2. . 
1818) 17,531 64) 54.869 21 

1832} 136 75) 3,824 16 Navy Derparrment, Dec. 30, 1841. \ 

1833) 3,544 54) 10,455 91) Sir: Agreeably to the request contained 

ay as ee he ne in the letter of your predecessor, the Hon; 
1833 1.540 14 6.120 69 Thomas E wing, of the 30th July last, I have i 
1839 738 21! 87.023 62 the honor to transmit, in answer to the reso- : 

1540 160 91) 67,857 97 
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r ‘ir st and 


of 


' Bi alan 
secona quarters 


1841| 


Expenditures by the hy- 


} ! 
arograpiic 


M onscn lh SSD @* 
L} bli 2S, 1850, 
17, 
Total. 
Names of persons em- 


ployed ont e Surv. y- 


J’. R. Hassler 


James Fei Fuso! 


i Hasslei 
Jota: Mates 


F. H. Gerdes 
H. L. Dickens 
T. W. Werner 
S. Hein 


L. Muller 
W. Werdeman 
C. Flint 


T. McDonnell 


W. Jacobi 
fr. A. M. Craven 


I. J. Page 

T. A. Jenkins 
T. R. Gedney 
R. Bache 


A. A.-Holcomb 


Mid. Crawford d’d 


Lt. W. 8. Young 
Mid. Patterson 
Lt. J. B. Dale 
Mid. E. Jenkins 
Lt. C. W. Morris 


* $3,000 for compensation, and $3,000 for expenses. ! Lt. 


| 


| 
; 
] 


' 


| 





| 


parties froin 
to May 





33,7 


Salaries or compen 


Sa.10Nn. 


86.000 per ann.* 


1.000 do 
4.000 do 
8.000 do 
2 000 do 
2? OO0 do 
2 000 do 
2,000 do 
1.500 do 
1,500 do 
1.500 do 
1,000 and board 


S00 per ann. 
800 and board 
50 pr. mo. & 
board 
600 pr. ann. & 
board 
2 50 pr day 
750 per ann. 


500 do 
500 do 
627 do 


1 per day 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


ee ee 


lution of the House of Representatives of the 
24th June, 1841, (so far as the inquiries 
therein relate to this Department,) a list of the 





; 

officers of the navy who have been employed i 
1x 99! 39.989 24 0 the survey of the coast of the United 
i POLO States; and, also, to state that the sum indi- i 
23 05|512,731 63 rectly expended upon the coast survey, by the ; 


employment ef a part of the naval force there- 
in, from the month of September, 1834, to 
November, 1841, amounts to hundred 
and fourteen thousand five hundred and eigh- 
tv-four dollars, viz: 
The difference between the leave of 

absence pay of the officers em- 


| 3y whom appointed. 
‘ one 


iPresident U- § 


Sup. with appro- 
| val of Pres 


ee ee ee a ee ee eee 











De do P 
Do do ployed and thei ‘ir pay at sea, $25,725 
| Do do Amount of officers’ rations, 9,222 
| De do Pay of the crews of the vessels em- 
: ) - © 
| po $2 |. ployed 54,379 
( Cc - - 
EB ea * | Rations of the crews, 25,258 
Do do | | 
| Deo ’ do Total, $114,584 
Superintendent. | 
Do : | 
Do | Lam, &c., sir, your obedient servant, 
A. P. UPSHUR. 
Do | Hon. Water Forwarp, 
Do | Secretary of the Tr easury. 
} 
‘ ol on | List of officers who have been employed on the coast sur- 
Sup. wir appro- | vey, from September, 1834, to November, 1841. 


val of Pres. 


r Com’der T. R. Gedney, Lt. D. D. Porter, (as pd. 
Do Lt. J. T. McLaughlin, midshipman, ) 
Do rin (as passed mid.) Lt. F. Clinton, 
Do do Lt. Francis Huger, do Lt. S Sterrett, 
Sup. with app.) rt. B. Ww. Hunter, do Lt. Richard Bache, do 
of Sec. of Treas.| r+ a. §. Worth, do Lt. S. C. Rowan, 
Do’ wo Lt. T. A. Jenkins, do Lt. R. Wainwright, do 
Do do Lt. W. J. H. Robertson, do Lt. G. M. Bache, 


Do do Lt. J. Humphreys, (as mid. Lt. 
Do do Lt. J. Rodgers, (as pd. mid. Surg. M. G. Delaney, 
Do do Lt. G. M. Totten, (as mid, Lt. C. W. Chauncey, 
Do do Lt. J. L. Ring, (as pd. mid. Lt. J. 1. Boyle, 

Do do Lt. Levin Handy, do Lt. D. F. Dulaney, 
Albert Griffith do Lt. J, K. Mitchell 


C. P. Patterson, do 
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Lt. B. F. Sands, 
Lt. A. A. Holeomb, do 1+. E.G. Parrott, do 
Lt. R. W. Meade, do Pd. Mid H. H. Lewis, 
Lt. Won. A. Bill, do Mid. T. H. Stevens, 

Lt. Stenhen Joh: iston, Mid. H. Oaks, 

Lt. J. Mooney, (aspd mid. Mid W. E. Newton, 

Lt. H. S. Ste lw: wen, ‘ng Pil. Mid. John J. Aliny; 
Lt Henry Moore, Pd. Mid. and Lt. W. B. 
Pd. Mid. W. A. Bartlett, Whiting, 

Surgeon S. Sharp, 2d. Mid. John F. Mercer 
Lt. Cor n’e G.S. Blake, Pd. Mid. and Lt. W. 8S. 
Pd. Mids J. P. McKinstry, Young, 
it. & Pd. Mid. O. Tod, Pd. Mid. O. H. Pe ITY, 
t. & Pd. Mid. B. J. Moel- Pd. Mid. W. C. Lambert, | 
ler, Pd. Mid. C C. ys tal 
1. Mid. T. A. Budd, Pd. Mid. L. Stoddard, 
1. Mid. T. A. M. Graven, Pd. Mid. Francis Lowry, | 
} 


wr 


I 
L 


P 
P 
Pp 


Pd. Mid. Z. Holland, Pd. Mid. John Hall, 

Pd. Mid. W. Blecker, Pd. Mid. T. M. Brasher, 
Mid. Win. Craney, Pd. Mid. & Lt. J. B. Dele 
Mid. A. MeLane, Pd. Mid. D. R. Crawtor l. 
Pd. Mid. H. J. Paul, Pd. Mid. & Lt. E. Jenkins, 


Lt. & Pd. Mid. H.C. Flagg, Pd. Mid. & Lt. R. C. Cc 
Lt. & Pd. Mid. C. W. Mor- dell, 
ris, Pi. Mid. S. D. Lavallette, | 
Pd. Mid ; J. N. Barn oy: 





SE 
a —— 2D 


Congress. 








Senate, Wepnespay, Fes. 23. : 
HARBOR DEFENCE. | 


Mr. Maneum, from the Committee on Na- | 
val Affairs, reported a bill authorizing the| 
construction of a war steamer for harbor de- | 
fence. 

The bill was than read. It authorizes the! 
Secretary of the Navy to enter into a con-| 
tract with R. L. Srevens for the construction 
of the vessel, which is to be shot and shell 
proof, and built principally of iron, the whole | 
cast, including the hull, boilers, engines, ar-| 
mament, etc., andin all respects comple ted | 
for service, not to exceed the average cost of] 
the war steamer Missouri, or the Mississippi | 
and $259,000 is appropriated to carry the law | 
into effect. 

The bill was then read a second time, anc d| 
ordered to be engrossed fora third reading ; 
and it was at a subsequent part of the day | 
read a third time and passed. 


} 


& 


House or Representatives, Fes. 18, 1842. | 

M. J. C. Crark, on leave given, reported | 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs the fol- | 
lowing bill: 


A BILL establishing itiuianl ranks in the 
Navy of the United States, and for other 
purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, ‘That there 
be established in the navy of the United 
States the ranks of admiral, vice admiral, and 
rear admiral: Provided, That there shall not 
be appointed more than two officers of the 
first rank, three of the second rank, and three 
of the third rank. 





do Lt. Wm. Chandler, 


ithree thousand five hundre¢ 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That 
|the annual pay of the officers to be appointed, 
iby the President, by and wih the advice and 
‘consent of utr Senate, to fill said ranks shall 
be as follows: 

The wdecinal’ atall times when on service, 
five thousand dollars; when on leave of ab- 


,| sence or waiting orders, four thousaad dollars. 


ris . . . , . 

he vice admiral, at all times when on 
service, four thousand five hundred dollars ; 
when on leave of absence or waiting orders, 
1 . 
Goll 

[he rear admiral, at all times when on 
service, four thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars ; when on leave of absence or waiting 

} ) 
orders, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That 
after the passage of this act, no pay shall be 


ars. 


iallowed to the senior captain as such; but 


that all the c:z apt ins in the Navy (exce pt cap- 


tains who may command squadrons) shall re- 


iceive the same pay as established by the actof 


1 


| March 3, 1835, and that such squadron cap- 
| tains shallreceive the pay allowed by said aet. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enarted, That 


‘said admirals shall rank and eommand in 
ithe order named in the first section of this 


act, and shall be appoint ted from the next in- 
| ferior grade, viz. from the c aptains of the navy 
of the United States. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, 

Mr. Crark moved that it be referred to the 
C ommittee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and that it be printed. 

Mr. Warren called for the reading of the 
bill; which having been read— 

Mr. W. moved that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. J. ©. Cuarx asked the yeas and nays 
on that motion; which were ordered. , 

Mr. Marvory said that as the House was 
about to act thus hastily on a subject which, 
‘although it had not been considered here, had 
‘received very great attention in the Commit- 
‘tee on Naval Affairs, he would call for the 
| reading of the report. 

Mr. Warren was understood to submit 
that the question was not debatable. 

Mr. Mattiory was not debating it, he said. 
He was merely calling for the reading of the 
report. 

The Speaker said that the gentleman had 
a right to call for the reading of the report. 

And the Clerk proceeded to read it, and 
had made some progress therein— 

When Mr. Warren (making a remark not 
heard by the Reporter) withdrew the motion to 
lay the bill on the table. 

And Mr. Mattory withdrew the motion 
tor the reading of the report. 

And then the bill and report were referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


lof the Union, and ordered to be printed, 
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Mr. Mattory, on leave, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill to 
regulate the pay of the clerks of the Boston, 
New York, and Gosport navy yards ; which 
was read twice, referred to the Commit- 
tee ofthe Whole onthe state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The Speaker laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communication : 


Navy DepaRTMENT, Fesruary 17, 1842. 


Sin: I have the honor to state, in reply to 
the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 14th instant, that the cost of the 
steamships Mississippi and Missouri, as as- 
certained to the 3lst December, 1841, is as 
follows, viz. 


Mississippi—for labor, $129,844 27 


materials, 175,020 90 
engines, 167,583 84 
boilers 81,901 31 





—— $519,032 57 
Missouri—for labor, $138 387 20 


materials, 172.445 39 
engines, 132.667 05 
boilers 75,532 93 


$553,850 32 
Other expenditures have since been made, 
presumed to be comparatively small, but the 
accounts have not yet been returned to the de- 
partment. 
I am, with great respect, sir, your obedient 
servant, 








A, P, UPSHUR. 
Hon. Joan Wuite, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 


[By a supplemental report, it appears that the cost 
of the two vessels has been transposed. The reader 
will, of course, make the necessary correction ] 

Monpay, Fes. 21. 


On the motion of Mr. Toranp, 
Resolved, that the Secretary of War be 


Whereas the Susquehanna Tide Water 
Canal, which terminates at Havre de Grace, 
at the head of the Chesapeake bay, is the 
great outlet to the Pennsylvania works of in- 
ternal improvement, and for vast cuantities of 
produce of Pennsylvania and New York, 
which are transported by means of those 
works to tide-water at Havre de Grace, for 
deposite or transhipment: therefore 


Resolved, That the .Committee on Mili- 
itary Affairs be instructed to inquire and re- 
|port as to the expediency of authorizing suit- 
lable provision to be made for the defence of 
Havre de Grace against a sudden assult by a 
| foreign enemy. 

On leave given Mr. Burne offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy 
‘be directed to report to this House a state- 
ment of the vessels built by the United States 
since the year 1826, and when and where 
they were built, the general character of said 
vessels, especially as to th:ir models, and 
the sources from whence those models were 
received; whether or not said vessels were 
built upon the models originally furnished ; 
if not so built, by whose suggestion and by 
what authority said models were altered ; 
|what was the cost of each of said vessels; 
| what has been the cost per ton of building at 
‘each navy yard where said vessels were 
built; if there are any differences of expense 
‘in building at different navy yards, to what 
lcause are these differences to be attributed; 
what vessels have been repaired by the United 
States during the aforesaid period, when were 
| they repaired, and where; what was the ori- 
‘ginal cost of each of said vessels; what was 
| the cost of repairing each of them; what ves- 
'sels have been sold, and wherefore and for 











directed to inform this House if any arran-| What; what is the difference between the 
gement has been made relative to the title of cost per ton of a ship of war of Great Britain 
Pea Patch Island, in the river Delaware, and| equipped for service and one of the United 
that he c»mmunicate copies of any corres-| States ; if the cost of a ship of Great Britain 
pondence or agreement in relation to the)1s less than one of the United States, what is 
same since the Ist of June last; and that he| the reason of such difference. 
inform this House whether any further ap-; On motion of Mr. Mattory, the bill from 
propriation be required during the present|the Senate ‘authorizing the construction of 
session for the construction of Fort Dela-|a war steamer for harbor defence,” was put 
ware, jon its first and second reading. 
On motion of Mr. Cuartes Brows, =| And Mr. M. moved its reference to the 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval/ Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Affairs be instructed to inquire into the ex-| Union; first explaining that the Committee 
pediency of having the navy yard at Philadel-| 4) Naval Affairs had already considered this 
phia so enlarged and filled up as to be made | subject, and had authorized him to report a 
efficient for the continued building, equip: | sinter BH in “hte. 
ping, anu repairing ol steam vesseis Of War; } 


1 : » a. - | tor 4 hrief rereati > ill y = 
also, the expediency of making an appropri. | After a brief conversation, the bill was re 
ation fora dry dock at said yard. ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


Mr. Wixtiams, of Maryland, submitted] state of the Union. 
the following : 


Pitesti aR 





ee 








Pada a, Neary wepypions 
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WASHINGTON CITY, 


ATURDAY, MARCH 





S.. Lo 42. 

Retic oF ANTiquITY.—A friend of ours, in over- 
hauling some old papers a few days since, came across 
a letter written nearly twenty years ago, by Mr. 
Rusu, then our Minister at Londen. As it relates toa 
circumstance that has probably been forgotten in this 
country, if indeed it was ever published at all, and as 
it nay still possess interest for those readers who are 
curious in such matters, we have been favored with a 
copy for publication. 

Lonpon, September 16, 1823. 


DEAR srr:—I went not lone Mase to see 


the old 


ship that was dug up out of the sands near the river 


Rother in this country a year or two ago. 

An attention to all the local circumstances ay 
dents connected with the discovery of this vessel 
seems to have resulted in a conviction anonge the 


she was found within at least the last six hundred 
years, and there seems much tostrengthen the con- 
yecture that she was one of a Danish fleet that entered 


the Rother in Alfred’s time, in 893. 
She appears to have been about 40 to 50 tons bur den, 
and has not only her timbers all left, but the princely 


pal 

yartof her planking. The timber has become almost 
lack, and is very hard. 

i could not help regarding this old ship as perhaps 


( 
the most curious remnant of other days, that | have 
seen in England. 

A few thines strnek me which TI will mention. 
1. She is built with the roundstern, so much in voeuve 
here at prescul. 





9) sr - time Ro ° 4 A } 

2. Her timbers On whieh the deck rests, are laid 
down, not with the gat but the narrow surface upper- 
most, (as you plate them in building a house,) bs 
which they ate fu)] three times as broad as thie Lie 


deep, having also the usual curve. Ti his, although it 
would leave less room betwe 
strength. 

3. Pune cutwatay 
furmed than I am to be very curious. Instead of the 
planks being fastened to the 


cutwater, (the usual way 
‘ A f x R 
as I was tol, ) they are all made to meet round as 


en ecks 


This is S 1id by these better in- 





interior uprighy ylece of timb ‘r. to which they are 
fastened, and then the entwater is put on over the 
whole, by which al] pressur upon the entwater serves 
but to KeECD the wie ks tl tighter together. 7 
mode of fighting at that diy being for vessels to run 
bows-on ate ach other. (as an yno the ancients.) ft] 


cutwater Mus put on may have been better calculated 
to at and withstand the 


eR 
> SNOCK. 


lhe rudder is about twice the breadth that would 
‘ty given io a vessel of the same size at - sent, there- 
by making her mind her helin the quicker, but liable 


prob. Diy to other objec + ose 
Thaye not leisure at this moment to write n 

about this old ship, even if | were competent. I un- 

dei rstand that she has | peen care fully examine d under 


the dire ction of the admir: lty, and th at whilst i ipnou oht | 


defective in man y points as compared with the art at 
preSent, is pronounced to be not behind it, but rather 
belore it, in some of the essen tial requisites of strength. 

€f proportions, too, are said i to be in general confor- 
mity with the true rules of the art, and even eana- 
Be of supplying hints not vithou their use to modern 
ar 


I remain, my dear sir, your faithful friend 
schoolmate, 


and old 
RICHARD RUSH. 
S. Humpnreys, Esq. 


| 


i INCl- | 
_thave wortiily earned by length of service there 


NAVY CHRONICLE. 


ADMIRALS IN. THE NAVY.—In copying the Report, 
presented on the 18th ult., by the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs in the House, for the creation of higher 
grades in the navy, so long and so loudly called for, 
we take occasion to remark that. the number propo- 
sed for each of those grades is so very limited that 
the desired end will not be attained. The whole 
number is but eight—too insignificant to confer a 
substantial benefit upon the service, and entirely 


too small to enable the Department to remedy the 





evil of having our squadrons on foreign stations 
commanded by officers of inferior grade. 

The appointments are to be made from the highest 
erade now in the navy—the captains; and it is not 
ito be supposed that those men at the head oi the list, 
| who fought so nobly in defence of our flag m the last 
| war, will or can be overlooked. Presuming that 
| they would necessarily receive the rewards they 


‘}is not one of them who has not performed duty 
learned, that she could not have got to the bed w hare, 


; — ; : . es 
jenougn to exempt him from further calls. If the 
c : ca. { tnadrons are to be ¢ forred oF the , 

COMMManas Ol squaare ns are 10 de Coniel 1 Olt lei , 


lit will throw out of view those who are yet in the 
| prime ol life, several of whom have alrea ty been in 
commands of this kind. 

Ifthe expediency of creating higher grades can be 
linpress ad upon Coneress, why not authorize at first 


as many as the wants of the service call for, and not 


} 4 j q 2 =} ™ 
otler an empty title that will proveio be a nullity 
i : 


- i 
This legislatine by halves, or in smali iractions, 1S 
the \ Vv curse of our < } Lt lead sto sup 
i 

I I Lo | 1eve oO nat « r S len Slave 
not penetration enough coinprenel wants of 

A 4 
+} ~AItntre “ wre ; ‘ ' fia } 1} 
tne COUNTY, Or coOurave tO assuil Lie I pons} bilit 

i L, pal - {i ' 

to provide forthem. <A shrinking [rom aecounta bili- 
iy is as great a detect in a statesman, legisiator, Or 
poulcian, as the absence of foresigit or & neral in- 
teliige} 


Ws } e hh ee on , } ? 
Che smallest number of Admirals, Vice and Rear, 


which the navy requires at present, is TWENTY-FIVE ; 
and if that number is authorized, it will just include 
those captains—yelept commodores—who have al- 


ready had, or are now in, command.of squadrons. 
m | 


li the dilference olf pay be an object ol consideration, 


in the eves of Congress, let that be graduated to the 
» . } ‘ sae ‘4 45 
presi nt seale, or to meet the exigencies of the times 
% : ; a 
it can be changed at pleasure. 
Instead of one general, comprehensive plan to em- 
iy “ale aa } : p } , . ° 
prace tie yHnoiIe® navy ana ¢g i ik OrFanizauion 


" . 
t 


i worthy of the country, we see brought before Con- 
gress numerous Bills for one or another particu- 
] 

j tar class of officers or grade. There is one for re- 
lorganizing the Departnent—enother for creating 


| 


| Adinirals—another fixing the pay of Pursers—an- 


other for increasing the M 


rine Corps—each of which 
will consume as much time in frivolous debating 
[here 1S an universal sentiment pervading the 


country, advanced by men of all parties, in favor of 





increasing the navy, and although the additional ex- 





pinto 








port, 
Na- 
gher 
| for, 
‘Opo- 
that 
hole 
er a 
rely 

the 


ions 


hest 
; not 
list, 
: last 
that 
they 


nem , 


the 
on in 


in be 


first 


em- 
ation 
Con- 
ticu- 
r re- 
ating 
—an- 
hich 
ating 


the 
or of 
] ex- 
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penditure involved may frighten timid mortals, it 
will be more than repaid by the protection and se- 
curity afforded to our commerce, and by the augmen- 
ted receipts at the Treasury in the shape of import 
duties. 


‘ 


We do not know that the expression of our opin- 


ion will have any weight, but we believe it will be 


corroborated by a majority of officers, that the navy | 


should consist of: 


5 Admirals 100 Assistant Surgeons | 


10 Vice Admirals 100 Pursers 
10 Rear Admirals 50 Chaplains 
75 Captains 50 Masters 
100 Commaders 30 Master’s mates 

400 Lieutenants 600 Midshipmen 

100 Surgeons 

100 each of Boatswains, Gunners, Carpenters, and 
Sailmakers 

The Marine Corps, to correspond, should be of 
the strength proposed by the Colonel commandant— 
i. e. 3,000 rank and file,with the proportion of officers. 


NAVAL PROMOTIONS.—We learn, on good authority, 
that nominations have recently been submitted to the 
Senate, of 

37 Commanders to be Captains ; 
37 Lieutenants io be Commanders; aud 
4) Passed Midshipinen to be Lieutenants. 

This looks something like putting the navy on a 
war footing. With respect to an increase of our na- 
val force, public opinion has been for a long time far 
in advance of legislation. We have not yet seen that 
print which objects to the largest increase of our navy 
in commission that has been proposed. 


| Felix Senac, 


| D. Gibson, 


- " - anes a 


New Orueans; Feb 18, per steamboat Trident, from 
Fort Gibson, Lieut TH Porter, of the 4th infy U S A. 
Feb 20, per steamboat Edward Shippen, trom Louis- 
ville, Lieut-———Johnson, of the army. 





JZETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Wasuinotox, March 1, 1842, 
Arauy.—Col James Bankhead, Dr W H Van Buren 4, 
N ‘apt S lL. Breese, [Purser] Horatio Bridge, 


Lieut Biddle, [Purser] J C Douglass, [P Mid) C E 
Fleming, Lieut A G Gordon 4, [Purser] J C Holland. 
Lieut LL G Keith, Lieut MM Mason, Capt RS Pinck- 
ney 





RECEIPTS BY MAIL, &e 
FOR ACCOUNT OF THE ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 
{From 1st to 28th February, 1842, inclusive] 
Reading Room, (2) Fort Snelling, 31 Dec. 1842 8,00 
Liet. G. Gansevoort, navy, ~  §& §§ 1840 5,00 
Col. J. M. Fessenden, Jam. Plains, Mass. on ac’t 5,00 
Lieut. W. A. Brown *army, 31 Jan. 1843 4,00 
Lieut. W.A. Shover, do 31 Dec. 1842 3,00 
Lieut. Wm. Root, do <.« ** 3,00 
Lieat. J. C. Robinson, do 15 April 1843 3.85 
James Hall, Cincinnati, 31 Dec. 1842 3,00 
Lieut. 8. W. Godon, navy, “. * 5,00 
J.J. Deshon, Mt. Vernon, Al.31 Jan. 1843 4,00 
Mobile, ‘ 15 Aug. 1843 100 
Lieut. T. A. Jenkins, navy, on account 2,50 
Col. W. G. Minor, Jeff’n city, Mo. 31 Dec. 1842 4,00 
E.L. Colcord, Philadelphia, ‘s & < 8,00 
W.H.Hortsmann,{ do 31 Mar. 1843 5,00 
Cadet Mil. Ac. on account 2,00 


| Thomas Brownell, Master navy, 31 Dec. 1842 3,00 


Col. H. Whiting, army, 
Daniel Fox,t Savannah, do 3,50 
Lieut. G. Barry, army, 81 Dec. 1842 8,00 
Post Treasurer, Fort Haml’n, N. ¥. 20 Feb. 1843 4,00 
P. Mid. G. H. Preble, navy, 31 Aug. 1840 5,00 
R. G. Campbell, New York, 31 Dec 1842 3,00 
W.H. Wigg, Grahamville, 8. C. on account 8,00 
Capt. J. Mackay, army, do 4,85 
Comm’r 8. W. LeCompte, navy, 31 Dec. 1842 2,00 


on account 4,00 


| * Also, $1 each, for Army legisters. 


iT $1 « Navy do 
t $2 * Army and Navy do 


The Naval General Court martial assembled at | 


Baltimore on Monday last, and was organized, all the 
meinbers appearing except Capt Grecory, who was 
prevented by sickness in his family. He has since 
been excused, and Capt. Josern Smitn_ order- 
ed to supply his place. 

The case of Lieut. A G. Gorron was taken up, 
and on his request postponed until Monday next. 














——— — as a 
Congressional Document, 








INCREASED RANK IN THE NAVY. 


Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, Fes. 18, 1842, 


|Mr. J. C. Clark, from the Committee on Na- 


Norfolk, as soon as her equipments shall have been | 


completed. 
steamer, the Mississippi,will make a trial of their speed 
and other qualities in the Chesapeake bay. 


Upon her arrival, she and her sister 


It is not | 


improbable that they may come up as far as Annapo- | 


lis, to allow members of Congress an opportunity to | 


examine these modern engines of naval warfare. 
PASSENGERS. 

Cuarueston, Feb. 22, per steampacket Gladiator, 
from Wilmington, Dr BM Byme, of the army. Per 
steampacket Wm Seabrook, from Savannah, Dr J M 
Cuyler, of the army. 

Savannan, Feb:21, perysteamboat Forester, from St 
Augustine, Lieut S E Muse, of the army. 

Sr Avevustixe, Feb 18, per steamer C Downing, from 
southern posts, Lieut W H Shover, 3d art’y. 





val Affairs, submitted the following report: 


is | The Committee on Naval Affairs. to-w 
The steamer Missouri has been ordered round to | , Mik 76, whom 


was referred so much of the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy accompanying the 
President’s message as relates to increas- 
ed rank in the navy, report: 


That it is a subject of surprise to the committee 
that this proposed change has not long since been 
demanded by the public voice. Whatever may have 
been, at an early period of our history, the national 
feeling towards our naval establisment, it cannot be 
denied that, since the late war with Great Britain, it 
has universally, without distinction of sect or party, 
been considered the most important arm of our national 
defence. Its gallant deeds during that war gained for 
it and the country an itperishable fame. It fought 
its way intg the affections of the American people, 
and it there remains, and, it is to be hoped, will con- 
tinue to remain forever enshrined. Having such 


strong claims on the respect and the patronage of the 
country, we hazard little in saying, that whatever may 
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end to add to its respectability and efficiency, wiil ‘officer of talents aid worth will aspire to the highest 


teceive the cordial sanction of its citizens. This re-! 


rpeotability and efhciency, in the opinion of your com- | 
mitee, will both be increased by the contemplated | 
change. 

As early as the year 1814 the attention of the Sen- | 
ate was called to this subject. A committee of that} 
body, of which Mr. Tait was chairman, made a report | 
(see State Papers, vol. 4, page 324) favorabl n- | 
creased rank, 

At that period our navy consisted, and was by law} 
ordered to consist, of four 74’s, nine 44’s, three 36's, | 
and eight sloops of war, besides brigs and schooners, | 
exclusive of the stips on the lakes and some gun- | 
boats, carrying about thirteen hundred guns. ‘The | 
committee, in their report, say, that ** your committee | 
are not aware, nor do they believe, that any nation, | 
possessing a naval force such as the above, is without | 


qualifications.” 

Such were the enlightened and liberal views enter- 
tained at that early day by those who had the interests 
and the honor of the American navy at heart, and in 
which this committee fully participate. The propo- 


‘sition then submitted was, to establish the grade of 


rear admiral, without any distinction of flags, leaving 
the promotions to vice admiral and adiniral for future 
services and an enlarged establishment. That en- 
largement has, from that period to this, been gradual; 
and we now have eleven ships of the line, seventeen 
lrigates, (fifteen of the first class,) eighteen sloops of 
war, two brigs, and nine schooners, besides store and 
receiving ships. 

The disposition of this country is emphatically pa- 
cific. Her honor and weltare are best promoted by 
the arts, pursuits, and employments of peace. Though 


a grade of officers above that of captain. The nation!|the committee, looking at the vast interests which 
with whom we are now at war is said to have about | must be mutually sacrificed by two of the most com- 
one thousand public ships; to command which she | mercial nations on earth by war, do not despair of tue 
has not less than two hundred admirals, of ten differ- | obtainment of the happy results which may be justly 
ent grades, ascending fiom rear admiral of the blue to | expected to flow from a conciliatory and friendly ne- 
the adiiral of the fleet. The committee would feel {gotiation, yet they cannot close their eyes to the max- 
that they had not done justice to the subject commit-|im inscribed by prudence on our poiicy, ** in peace 
ted to them, if they failed to contrast the situation of} prepare for war.” Should a war, most unfortunately 
the army with that of the navy, as respects the scope | and disastrously for the commerce, prosperity, and 
of promotion of each. The army presents, for the| morals of the two parties, who should vie with each 
encouragement of an honorable ambition, the high | other only in efforts to advance the happiness of the 
station of major general through ten different grades. | human family, be the result o! unsuccessful diplomacy, 
Not so with a navalofficer. All he can expect is, to} that war is to be mainly waged upon the ocean. On 
be transferred from a smaller to a larger vessel ; from | that element our brave officers and seamen will nobly 
a subordinate station to the command of a ship of war. | vindicate, as they have vindicated, the insulted honor 
The rapid promotions of late in the army cannot but|Of the country, _ 
strongly impress the naval officer with a deep sense| In anticipation of such an event, the Secretary of 
of his own confined situation, and of the cheerless|the Navy has properly recommended an increase of 
“rospect before him. Doesnot justice, then, demand | our naval _establishment. To this recommendation, 
that the range for promotion should be enlarged | the committee believe, the judgment and the hearts of 
in our naval establishment? Your eoimmittee are | the American people will favorably respond ; and they 
of opinion that a discreet policy and a prudent fore- doubt not that Congress will carry the same into ex- 
sight, not less than a just regard to the strong claims} ecution, so far as the condition of the Treasury will 
oi the navy, call for an enlargement of the sphere of| permit. — Bie 
romotion. It cannot be lone before the navy will} If, in 1814, when our navy was in its infaney, high- 
e called upon to sail in squadron. The ‘highest at- errank was deemed, by those best calculated to judge 
tainments in naval tactics siiould be encouraged. Ii of its importance, essential to its well-being, how 
you expect men to labor for the highest qualifications | much more loud does its present condition and its pro- 
in their professions, it is necessary to open to them the | Spective enlargement, demanded by a prudent regard 
way to the stations requiring them. The surest means | t© the happening of events, which our most sincere 
by which you will induce the officers to qualify them- | ‘sire {or peace may not prevent, call for the proposed 
selves for an admiral’s command, is to create that|relorm! 
grade in the navy, thereby requiring in the same act| . In the event of a war, we cannot expect that sea 
great professional attainments, and offering a reward | fights will be confined to single ships. he experi- 
for them.” ence of the enemy in the late war with Great Britain 
t The then Secretary of the Navy, Mr, Jones, with has taught him the invincibility of American frigates 
the presumed approbation of Mr. Madison, the Pre-| 1" single rencounter. We must be prepared to con- 
sident, in a communication to the committee, strongly | test for the mastery of the ocean by opposing fleet to 
urged the importance of the subject under considera- fleet, and attempt, (and with American tars to attempt 
tion, He says, (see State Papers, vol 4, page 325,) ;15 to do) to pluck from the brow ol the mistress of the 
‘that the high character which the American navy | ocean the laurels conquered at Trafalgar and the Nile. 
has justly acquired, the general sentiment which in- | That an American captain would fight a fleet well the 
dicates its rapid increase. and permanency, and thr¢ committee doubt not. Our naval history has recorded 
long, faithful, and honorable services which its senior | but two instances of fleet engagements, in both of 
officers have rendered their country, appear to me to which the “enemy were ours.” These fleets were, 


{ 
| 
| 
} 














justify and call for the appointment of officers of high- 
er grade than that of captain. Love of country, and 
the laudable desire of honorable fame, are strony ex- 
citements to noble actions ; but the prospect of pro- 
gressive promotion, to the highest distinction to which | 
talents, zeal, and valor, may justly aspire, is not, per- | 
haps, less active and stimulating. Captains of long 
and honorable standing inthe navy cannot but con- | 
trast the cheerless prospect of promotion in the naval | 
service with the rapid and high distinction to which | 
their military brethren, with equal but not higher | 
pretensions, have attained. The effect of a limited 
grade, without hope of promotion, is to contract the 
range of study and professional attainments within the 
sphere of the command thus limited. Hold out but 
the prospect of elevated rank and command, and every ' 





however, small, and might well have been under the 
coinmand of a captain. <A large fleet can only be 
properly and successfully commanded by three diiler- 
ent ranks of office. It should have a commander-in- 
chief, an officer for each division, and a commander 
of each yessel. ‘Thus officered, regularity, prompti- 
tude, order, and efficiency, will follow. Noone would 


seriously propose that an army should take the field 
with a captain at the head of a brigade, and with reg- 
iments commanded by ii utenants. ‘The correctness 


of such a proposition might, however, be well conce- 


| ded by any one who believes that fleets may be prop- 


erly managed, maneuvred, and fought, by captains. 
This subject also received the attention of the 15th 

Congress. On the 29ih December, 1819, Smith 

Thompson, Secretary of the Navy under Mr. Monroe, 
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in Obedience to a resolution of the Senate, reported 
{see State papers, vol. 4, page 617) in favor of an in- 
creased rank. He says: “I would respectfully sug 
gest the propriety of making some additional grades 11 
the rank of naval officers. The rank of captain i: 
now the highest grade in the navy recognised by law: 
and heretofore, during the infancy of our navy, an 
whilst we had no vessels of a higher elass than frig 


-s 





ates, and the number of ¢ iptaius was small, it was } 
perhaps, as high a grade as the good of the service re 
quired. Itis, however, believed that, from the addi 
tion both to the number and class of our public ships 
and from what may reasonably be anticipated to be | 
the situation of our navy in the course of a few years. | 
both justice and policy require some higher grades 
of office. According to the relative rank, as now es- 
tablished between military and naval officers, a cap- 
tain of the navy only ranks witha colonel of the army. 
This is thought to be contrary to sound policy and the 
- a 


good of the service. The importance of rank, both 


in the military and navel service, will readily occur to| 
allin any way acquainted with either. It is, there-} 
fore respectfully recommended that the grades of com- 
modore and rear admiral be established by law. 
This, it is confidently believed, would essentially con- 
tribute, if it is not absolutely necessary, to due sub- 
ofdination and discipline. 

‘In a fleet or squadron, when the diiferent vessels 
may be commanded by officers of the same grade, | 
and their relative rank, and even that of the comman- | 
der, known only by the dates of their commissions, | 
there will not be that respect and subordination ob- 
served, that are essential to order andharmony.” Hej 
further adds: ** the establishment of these grades is) 
considered so essential to the prosperity of the navy, 
that it is an object deserving attention, should there be 
no additional compensation allowed.” 

Again, to the 17th Congress, in obedience to a reso- 
lution of the House, President Monroe cransmitted a 
report of the same Secretary, in which he repeats 
substantially what hehad urged in his former report.— 
The Secretary also transmitted a bill providing for 
the creation of one rear admiral and five commodores. 

Since the date of Mr. Thompson’s first report, the 
assimilated rank of officers in the land and sea ser- 
vice has been changed andimproved. Now, as then, 
a captain with a comimissien not older than ten years 
ranks witha colonel. But now he ascends in the 
scale of assimilated rank, as his commission tinproves 
in years. Captains holding commissions of more 
than ten years’ date, and under fifteen, rank with 
briga‘lier generals ; all over fifteen years rank with} 
major generals. But the objection to a want of actu- | 
al and positive rank still 1emains. 

In January, 1824, Mr. Monroe again called the at- | 
tention of Congress to the report of the Secretary of 
the Navy, Mr. Southard, than whom the navy has} 
not had a warmer friend. That report (see State | 
Papers. vol. 4. p. 908,) says: “ We have no rank| 
above that of captain. 
gives three higher grades. It is not supposed pro-| 
per to furnish with minuteness, In this report, the} 


jmust be respected. 


rate extensively on the general character of the whole 
corps. If you would induce your officers to prepare 
themselves for any service, you must present to them 
the certainty of having that service, to perform ; and 
hat their duty and honor will equally demand that 
they perform it well. itis no reproach to them. to 
say, that very few now are, and, with our present 
systein, very few ever will be, fitted to command our 
fleets successfully against a powerful and skilful ad- 
versary ; and it is earnestly to be hoped that such an 


larrangement will be adopt das to furnish all grades 
jwith such opportunities for improvement, and such 
i] 


xcitements to exertion, as will nrevent our future 


| Xpe rience on this point from being calamitious.— 


[he increase of rank will also obviate some causes 
of iraitation in the intercourse of our officers with 
those of other nations, the least powerful of whom 
have higher grades than we have ; and they universal- 
ly claim honors and precedence according to rank; 
This must either be yielded, or intercourse with them 
suspended. ‘To the first, the individual and national 
pride of our seamen cannot and ought not to assent, 
and the latter is productive of unfriendly feelings.— 
This inconvenience will be greatly augmented, and 
our naval reputation may suffer severely from this 
cause, should our vessels have occasion to co-operate 
with those of any other nation. In such cases rank 
Our officers, for want of it, may 
always be subordinate, our fleets, no matter what 
their power, be subject to the orders of others, though 
commanding a very inferior force, and our reputation 
be pliced where it might not always be safe.” He 
further says : “* The expense of the proposed increase 
of rank, compared with its advantages, is trivial.— 
Public expenditure is always to be measured by the 
public advantage resulting irom it; and if six or sey- 
en hundrea officers can be excited te useful exertion, 
discipline and efficiency increased, causes of irritation 
with other nations and mortification to ourselves di- 
minished, such an expenditure will be found to be 
true ecohomy.” 

In the justness and soundness of these remarks the 
cominittee fully conenr. 

Although it is the policy of this country to cullti- 
vale friendly relations with all nations, and to have 
‘entangling alliances with none,” yet the time may 
come when it would be highly proper that our fleets 
should co-operate with those of other nations: In 
such an event, the embarrassments indicated in the 
report of Mr. Southard will be experienced. 

{n considering this subject, the difficulty of settlin 
matters of oflie.al etiquette between our officets an 
those of other Powers, when meeting on the sea or 


in foreign ports, the firing of salutes, the interchange 


of civiliies—all growing out of a difierence of rank— 


‘}may well be taken into the account. Our brave and 
chivalrous seamen should not be placed in any posi- 
tion where their feelings may be wounded, much less 
where the national honor may, in the least degree, be 
The proposed organization | insulted or slighted in their persons. 


In December, 1830, Mr. Braneh, Secretary of the 


Navy under General Jackson, in his annual report, 


whole argument in favor of this increase, as if it were calls the attention of Congress and the country to the 


anew question. It has been frequently presented to) Same subject. 
made in language and spirit so closely resemb- 


the public consideratron. The experience of all na- 


His suggestions and remarks are 


tions, both in land and naval forces, has led to the | ling those already quoted trom, that extracts from 
same result in relation to it. Noone has ever been| them are deemed unnecessary. 


able to command her armies or her fleets by captains; | 


In 1836, the subject was again before Congres.— 


and our experience does not justify us in believing | Mr. Southard, chairman of the Committee on Naval 
i nv > : i we . . @ - . 

that our success in such an experiment will be great- | Alfairs in the Senate, prompted by those warm feel- 

er. Rank is necessay fo entorce discipline. The ings of attachment to the honor and effickency ot the 


orders of a superior are always more readily obeyed |service for which he has ever been distinguished, on 

than those of an equal in grade. Rank is equally ne-| the 12th of April, in that year, reported a bill for the 

cessaty to ensure the science requried to command an/| orenateaeete of the navy of the United State. The 
: | 


extensive force, which diiters trom; and is of much | bi 


proposed the establishing of the grades of Admi- 


higher character than that which is competent to the | ral, vice admiral, rear admiral, and commodore. The 
command of asingle vessel. ‘The desire also to reach | bill was amended and passed to a third reading, June 
the higher rank will create, strenuous exertion to ac-;24. By it, one admiral, one vice admiral, and three 


quire the information which is suited to it, and ope-| rear admirals, were created. 
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Tt is thus seen that, for a period of nearly thirty 
years, from 1814 to the present time, the importance 
of increased rank in the navy has been, almost with- 
out interruption, urged upon the attention of Con- 
gress. ’ ; 

The very able manner in which the subject has 
been treated by the present Secretary of the Navy, in 


his recent annual report, has left but little for the com- 


mittee to say. If the reasons urged by him fail to 
produce a conviction of the importance and necessity 


Ly 


of the proposed improvement, the committee feai 
that all their efforts to produce such conviction will be 
unavailing. 

That there is in the minds of the American people 
an aversion almost instinctive, to any thing savoring 
of titles and nobility, is as true as it is 
their republican simplicity. Our fathers gave proof! 
of their dislike to honorary distinctions, whether in 
herited or conferred by the supreme power. Hence 





they made it a part of the fundamental law, that “‘no} 


title of nobility should be granted by the United 
States.” They had seen titles conferred without 
merit, and worn without honor—given, not as the r 
wards of brave and virtuous deeds, but as brit 

venal and corrupt. 
far as parchment bearing the regal 
them, whose 


yes to the 


seal could ennoble 





* blood 

Had crept through scoundrels ever since the flood.” 

Hence their horror of lords, dukes, and barons. 

But neither they had, nor can their descendants, 
however democratic in their feelings, have, any weil 
grounded objections to these distinctions and grades, 
so essentially necessary to the discipline and efficien- 
cy of our army and navy, aud which are conferred, 
not at the pleasure of royalty, for the purpose of giv- 
ing strength to the throne, but by a free and generous 

eople, as the rewards of faithfulness and suffering, 
of talents devoted to the country, and often of blood 


shed in its defence. We derive our rank of general | 


from the fatherland. Those who would object to 

tie rank of admiral should, to be consisient, move to 

expunge from our statute book the tiile of general. 
But the committee will not insult the good sense 


of the American people by supposing that they will | 
lose sight of substance and sense, in pursuit of| 
Having adopted the rank of 
general as republican, they cannot repudiate that of 


shadow and sound. 
admiral, as aristocratic. They are both derived from 
a cominon source ; both are indicative of the highest 
commands on different elements, and both are essen- 
tial to the successful prosecution of military and na- 
val wars. 


If, at the close of the late war with Great Britain, 
it had been submitted to the American people to de- 
cide this question of rank, with the deeds of noble 
daring of a Stewart, Hull, Perry, Lawrence, McDo- 
nough, and others, having equal claims to renown, 
fresh in their memories, can it be doubted that they 
would most gladly have conferred upon them and 
their gallant compeers the highest grades of promo- 
tion known to any service? But time has neither 
weakened the force of the gratitude of the people, 
nor the strength of the claims to preferment of the 
surviving officers. Many yet live, “ dragging their 
slow length along ” the almost hopeless path to pre- 
ferment. Something should be done to infuse new 
life and vigor into the service. 


They had seen men ennobled, so | 


| 1827, said : 


|wise Government, with ! 
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** never to give up 
the ship.” 

In the absence of rank established by law, !t is 
| found necessary to resort to fiction to attain it,so ne- 
| cessary is it con the order, discipline, and 


sidered to 
the service. For such purposes, and 


| which he will not fail to redeem, 
} 
' 
} 
' 


efhieiency oi 


for the purpose of assimilating, in some degree, our 
erades to those of other maritime Powers, we confer 


title of 
1a squadron. 
Why 
once 


the commodore upon any officer commanding 

But this isa mere title by courtesy 
not make it, or something equiyalent to it, at 
a substantial known as 
i'well to law as to usage? naval interconrse 
with the nations of the old we must act in re- 
| ference to a of things. Asa 
single insulated maritime community, we cannot set 
up for reformers, and reverse t! 


ue 


matter-of-right rank, 


g 
In our 
world, 
long-established order 
rules which the ex- 
perience of centuries has established for the Govern- 
ment of the navies of the European kingdoms. W 


. F ry 
intercourse. They 


++} 
lin 


their navies our navy must have 


will often be in contact, if notin collision; and 
it is our duty to place the American officer 
in a position where such intercourse may be con- 
ducted on the principles of mutual courtesy and 
reciprocal respect. An officer commanding an 
| American fleet should feel the proud dignity of his 
station, and that he has no superior, save his God 


and the anthorities of his own Government. 

The committee ask to be indulged in one more re- 
ference. ‘The Secretary of the Navy, in December, 
‘Inno service, 
navy, in any age or nation, ha 
now send to sea, in squadrons, 


either of the army or 
s aforece such as we 
been commanded by 


| captains ; and perfect subordination and discipline, 


without which there can be neither efficiency nor eco- 
}nomy cannot prevail, unless so large a force has com- 
manders of aproper grade. Rank is as indispensable in 
the navy as in the army. and equal justice to the offi- 
cers calls for the establishment of a higher grade. 
Several of those upon our list of captains have been 
;such for more than a quarter of a century, have com- 
| manded forces superior to those commanded by gene- 
,rals on land, have borne themselves as gallantly, and 


i done the State as much service as their military ri- 


vals on shore; yet they are still captains, and with 
the coinpensation of captains— while their patriotic 
competiters, with a service Jess protracted, and not 
| more energetic or deserving, are rewarded, by a just and 
iigher rauk and fuller com- 
pensation.” 
Since the above was written, partial justice has 
been meted out to the officers in the navy by an in- 
crease of their pay. But they still complain, and 
justly complain, of the great inequality in point of 
rank existing between the land and naval services. 
While comparing ages and periods of service with 
those of the officers in the land service, the captains 
and commanders of the navy have abundant cause, in 
anguish of spirit, to say, “ save us from our friends.’? 
By a reference to the Navy Register, and to a tabu- 
lar statement taken therefrom, annexed, it will be 
| seen that there are sixty-eight captains, who average 
a period of service, in different grades, of more than 
thirty-six years ; thirty-one first on the list average 
thirty-nine years; eighteen, ] 


forty-one years 


> seven, 


| forty-three and a half years; and tl ree, forty-four 
| years. tt 
| Vice at an average age of sixteen years, the average 
To effect this, in- | 


By assuming that they entered into the ser- 


| ages of all the captains are fifty-two years . of thirty- 


crease of rank will, in the opinion of the committee, | one, fifty-five years; of eighteen, fifty-seven years; 
be a powerful auxiliary. The moment the triangular | of seven, fifty-nine and a half years; and of three, 


pennant at the topgallantmast head gives place to the 
rectangular flag, sparkling with the stars of our 
Union, the new admiral will walk his quarter deck 
with firmer tread, and feel that his country has im- 
posed upon him additional obligations to fight her bat- 
tles to the death. With a firinness of purpose, never 
to be shaken, he will renew the pledge, which every 
officer worthy the American navy has given, and 


sixty years. 

How much longer must these gallant men wait the 
tardy approach of justice? How much longer must 
they be compelled to draw comparisons, so painful 
to them, between their own rank, ages, and services, 
and those of the officers of the army? Why are they 
doomed to witness the odious distinction, which con- 
fers the ranks of colonel, brigadier general, and major 
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general, on their juniors in age and periods of ser- 
vice?) Why should Barron, Stewart, and Hull, (the 
first of whom has been a captain for forty-three years 
and the two last for thirty-six years,) still be only 
captains, and Scott, Gaines, and Wool, be generals? 
All are equally brave, equally patriotic—all have 
equal claims upon the gratitude of their country—all 
have perilled life in defence of her honor; but the 
former remain in the same rank which they have oc 
cupied for nearly half a century. 

It may be said, as it has been said, that inasmuch 


in the grateful recolleetions of their countrymen—the 
wo first captains of thirty-six years’ oye - the 
hiid a captain of twenty-nine years, and the lasta 
vaptain of twenty-seven years’ standing. In the or- 
linary course of events, they will soon join their 
their brave companions in glory, who have preceded 
them in the march of death. Will not Congress 
seize upon the present moment, and, before the tomb 
shall close upon them forever, do justice, if not to 
them, at least to the service to which they are so 
warmly attached, and for the henor of which their 





as the grade of captain is the highest known to ou 
law, foreign Governments are bound to take notice 
of the fact, and to place our captains on a level with 


lives would be offered up a cheerful sacrifice. 
In the army there are not less than twelve brevet 
'brigadier generals, nearly all of whom entered the 


their admirals. But why demand that others abroad tservice as captains or first lieutenants. Their ave- 


should recognize a rank which we do not recognise 
at home? An American captain commanding a 
squadron, meets.an equal in rank in acaptain com- 
manding a British frigate. They meet again. In 
the mean time, the British captain has heisted his 
broad pennant as an admiral. In vain will the 
American officer demang of the new-made admiral 
the respect which he claims to be due to his triangular 
bunting. The answer to the demand will be, the 
usage, which is the law of maritime nations has es- 
tablished different grades in the naval services of the 


|rage periods of service are thirty-six years, being a 
| fraction less than that of the sixty-eight captatns in 
\the navy. With the exception of three, these navy 
captains have worked up and fought up from the 
‘rank of midshipmen. Here is another glaring ine- 
quality in the two services. The land officeroften starts 
‘at once a captain, and moves on with rapid strides, 
ito the highest grades and honors of the army. But, 

from the most humble beginnings, the naval ‘officer 
| patiently undergoes the fatigue, drudgery, and rip’ ba 
'of all the inferior grades, so necessary to fit him for 





world, indicated by different insignia, approprimate | the first honors of the service, and old age finds him, 
the respective grades; neither yotir comission norto | where a lieutenancy left him, many removes in the 
your flag can claim any honors higher than those due} rear of his more suceessful compatriots in the army. 











to acaptain. Whenever your own Government will} 
recognize you'as my equal in rank, it wille in time, 
to exact the respect and salutations due from equals 
to equals. But until then, until your nation shall| 
conform to the universal customs and time-honored | 
usages cf the ocean, you must be content to fellow- | 
ship with a grade corresponding to your own. 
Another advantage which the army officer enjoys | 
over the navy officer is that conferred by brevetrank. | 
For signal services and gal!ant conduct in battle, this 
rank is very properly bestowed. The youthfnl cap- | 
tain, careless of danger and panting for fame, rushes | 


to the “imminert deadly breach.” He leaps the| 
ramparts, and plucks from its staff the flag of the ene- | 
my. For this, an additional epaulet adorns his should- | 
ers. He has conquered a majority by brevet, and} 
accedes to its honors and emoluments. Not so with 
the navy officer; ‘once a captain, always a cap-| 
tain,” is held out to him, as ifto dampen his ardor, 
and weigh down his aspring spirit. Perry, whose | 
memory will be dearto Americans so long as they | 
shall admire gallantry and heroism, in a battle fought 
with a skill and desperation never surpassed, covered | 
himself and his country with glory. Be received | 


from Congress, what he had nobly won, its thanks, | 


The committee have, therefore, come to. the con- 
clusion, that both the good of the service and justice to 
the officers demand the establishment of increased 
grades. The increased expense can furnish no sound 
objection, when the importance of the improvement 


jis taken into the account. Indeed, the committee 


propose arate of cowpensation differing so slightly 
from the present rates of pay of captains, that it 1s 
believed the most rigid economist will not object on 
that account. The committee recommend. the es- 
tablishment of three additional grades or ranks—those 
f admiral, vice admiral, and rear admiral, and to fix 

their pay as follows : 

Th: admiral, at all times, in 
service, - - - 

When on leave, or waiting 
orders, - - : 4,000 os 

This is but $500 more than the present pay of the 
senior captain. 

The vice admiral, at all times, 
in service, - : - 

When on leave, or waiting 
orders, - - . 3,500 $6 

This is the same as now allowed to the senior 


$5,000 per annum. 


$4,500 per annum. 


a gold medal, and five thousand dollars in addition to | C4ptain. 


his share of the prize money. But Perry lived and 
died a captain! McDonough, who conferred on the 
11th of September an immertality as glorious as that 
conferred by Perry on the i0th of the same month, 
was honored also with the thanks of Congress and a 
medal. But no brevetor other rank was the result of 
his skill and prowess. Warrington, who has been 
in the service forty-two years, and twenty-eight years 
a captain, added a fresh laurel to the naval garland of 
the country by the capture of the Epervier, and re- 
ceived the thanks of Congress. But thanks are 
cheap, and Warringtonis a captain still. Blakeley 
captured the Reindeer, and Burrows the Boxer ; and, 


had they lived, they would have swelled the list of | 


hopeless captaincies. Thanks and medals were 
given to the conquerors of the Cyane and Levant, the 
Guerriere, Macedonian, Java, Frolic, Peacock, and 
Penguin. Decatur, Bainbridge, and Lawrence, three 
of these conquerors, whose names would have been 
ennobled in any other country, sleep the sleep of the 
brave, and their monuments inform the passer by; that 
a ere was the highest title with which the liv- 
ing could be honored, or the memory of the dead be 
graced. Stewart, Hull, Jones, and Biddle, still live 








The rear admiral, at all times, 
in service, - - : $4,250 per annum. 
This is but $250 more than is now allowed to cap- 
| tains of squadrons. 
| When on leave, or waiting, 
| orders, - - . $3,000 per annum. 
This is but $500 more than is now allowed to cap- 
tains waiting orders, &c.; making, in the first in- 
|stance, an additional expense of but $1,750. It is 
| proposed to abolish the pay of the senior captain, as 
such, and place all the captains, except captains of 


} 
| 


| squadrons, on the same pay. ’ 
Should the list of captains, after the appointment of 
, admirals from it, be filled up, then the slight differ- 
| ence of pay between commanders and captains, and 
| between commanders and lieutenants, in the event 
of advancing the latter to supply the places of the 
former, advanced to captaincies, will constitute the 
only additional expense. 
The committee, therefore, ask leave to report a bill. 
[The bill is published under the head of Con- 


gress, page 102.] 



































FLORIDA WAR. 


Extract of a letter received in St. Augustine, 

dated 
* Fort Kine, E. F. Feb. 14, 1842. 

“ This evening, two Companies of the 8th Infan- 
try will arrive at this Post, out six days from Tampa 
Bay, distant 100 miles. An Express arrived froin 
them last night, bringing the news of their being at- 
tacled by Indians on their march here, at the Wahoo 
Swamp. One Sergeant and one private killed.— 
There were no doubt plenty of red skins, to attack 
two large Companies. Strong symptons of the war 
ali over iG-Florida, when they now hunt up our 
Troops for a fight. The two Companies proceed 
from here to St. Augustine: I think this Regiment 
(the 8th) is to relieve the 3d Artillery. Col. Worttr 
is reported to be as far as Cedar Keys or Fort Fan- 
ning, on his way to St. Augustine, there to make 
his suminer Head Quarters. 

«P. S.—Since writing the above, the Companies 
have arrived here, one of them goes to Pilatka, the 
other to St. Augustine. The private mentioned as 
killed, is not; but his body is so well pierced with 
balls that there is very little probibility of his recov- 
ering. The balance of the Regiment, it is said, will 
be here on their way to the coast. Two Companies 
are now either at Dallas or Fort Pierce.” 


From the Savannah Geogian, Feb. 22. 


By the arrival last evening, of the steamer Fores- 
ter, Capt. Chase, the editors of the Georgian have 
received from the editor of the St. Augustine News 
that paper of Saturday last. 

We make the subjoined extracts. 

A letter from Fort King published in the News 
which notices the attack at Wahoo swamp, upon the 
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ed at Fort Dallas, in canoes, on the 13th inst.taking 
\the inland passages. 


z They are to concentrate at a 
| point between the Okachobee and Callosahatchie, 
| whence they will scour the Everglades, for Indians. 
Snecess attend those gallant sailors and marines. 
This branch of the service has hitherto contributed 
‘efficient aid, in the offensive operations against the 
enemy. 


Visit To CAPE FLonrpa.—A party of our citizens, 
and gentlemen fromthe North, returned yesterday 
in the steamer C. Downing, from a visit to Cape 
Florida, and intervening stations. The weather and 
the trip proved delightful, and they feasted on In- 
dian river oysters, conchshell, and king-fish, of their 
own catching, and gathered fine cape limes, and 
tropical plants and trees. Through the prompt and 
generous attention of Lieut. Sloan, of the U.S. Ma- 
rines, commanding the naval station at Fort Dallas, 
the party were gratified with the unexpected plea- 
sure of an excursion tothe Everglades—ascending 
ithe Miami river in canoes, towed through ‘the 
'rapids ” by marines, to the head of the falls. 

They describe the scenery of the river Falls and 
verglades, a3 most interesting and picturesque.— 
The tall at “the rapids” is ten feet, and the whole 
descent of the river from the Everglades to the sea 
or Keybiscayne bay, (a distance of five or six miles,) 
is estimated at 25 to 30 feet. So that the Everglades 
are many feet above the level of the sea, into which 
\they empty their copious stream of fresh, pure water. 
|Whence do these immmense bodies of fresh water 
originate? Who can solve this curious mystery of 
nature. 
| Cob. Gates left here on Wednesday last for Pilatka ; 
|from thence he will proeeed with his command to 
| Pensacola, his future station. 
| From New Smyrna.—By the arrival yesterday 
evening of the steamers W. Gaston, and W. 8. Har- 


> >) 


two companies, when one Seargent was killed, anda ney, we learn that an Indian, who was brought 


rivate badly wounded, says that the private has his 
ody so well pierced with balls that there is evry 
little probability of his recovering. 
From the St. Augustine News, 19th inst. 
ARMY MOVEMENTS.—LATEST FROM SOUTHERN 


around from Tampa, as a guide, attempted to make 
his escape at New Smyrna, and was wounded by 
the sentinel. ; 

| Capt. Wade, 3d artillery, Lieut. Brown, 8th infan- 
‘try, and Dr. E:nmerson, came passengers in the 
steamer Harney. Also, the sick of the 3d artillery 


FLORIDA.—By agentleman direct from the Southern and 8th Infantry. 


Posts arrived yesterday in steamer C. Downing, we 
gather the following intelligence. 

The post at Lauderdale, was abandoned on the 
14th inst. and the troops of the 3d artillery, stationed 
there, under the command of Major Childs proceed- 
ed direct to New Smyrna—froim thence they are to 
march in three columns to scour the country be- 
tween Smyrna and Volusia, and finally to concen- 
trate on Volusia. 

Capt. Vinton, from Fort Pierce, will reach Smyrna 


ee tee ts = 
From the Madisonian 


U. S. sure Yorutown, 
Mazatlan, December 15th, 1841 
Str :—I have the honor to report my arrival at this 
place on the 8th instant, last from Monterey. In my 
report from the Sandwich Islands, where I arrived ow 
‘the 9th of October, f informed the Department of my 
movements and operations up to that date, but as itas 


' 
| 
| 








in boats, up Indian river lagoon. Capt. Wright of probable this letter may reach Washington before 
the 8th infantry, with mounted men and foot, will that, it may not be amiss to repeat here, that previous 
co-operate immediately with the Navy, on the Kissi- | to our arrival at the Sandwich Islands, we had visited 
mei and Tohoopkalika. All the troops were to be | the Marquesas, and Society Islands and Nev: Zealand. 
in the field on the 18th inst. and thus the whole face | That we had the small pox on board, by which we 


of the country will be thoroughly examined. 

The conduct and perseverance of Major Childs, 
and the repeated and brilliant success of his Regi- 
ment, in the capture of Indians, lead us to anticipate 
favorable—may we not hope final—results from the 
contemplated movements; met, as they doubtless 
will be, by corresponding movements on the part of 
Col. Worth, advancing from the Tampa side. Sam 
Jones, Tigertail, and Haleck-Tustenugge, surrounded 
on all sides, and pressed in every direction, will be 
mighty apt to get into a “tight place any way they 
can fix it.” 

Col. Worth it is said, will establish his Head Quar- 
ters at Pilatka. 

Navy EXPEDITION.—We learn from a gentleman 
from the South, that the navy force, destined for the 
Everglades, commanded by Lieut. Rodgers, embark- 


‘lost one man, and were prevented touching at other 
places from an apprehension of communicating that 
| horrible disease to the helpless natives. 

We sailed from the Sandwich Islands on the 6th 
November—during our stay there about thirty of our 
| whalers arrived at the group, nearly all of what they 
term the Japan fleet. ‘heir success for the season’ 
had been generally good, and nothing of an unplea- 

sant nature, worthy of notice, had oceurred with any 
|—nor are they likely to have difficulties, unless of 
their own creation, at the Sandwich Islands, as from 
the very friendly and obliging disposition manifested 
on all occasions by the king and principal chiels to- 
wards Americans, I feel confident that so long as our 
countrymen conduct themselves properly, they will 
have no just cause for complaint against the native 
authorities. As evidence of this, some complaints 
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from vessels at Maui, against the conduct of the loca! years ago. Ithas proved of great service to the naval 
authorities, there, having reached me at Oahu, I del|community, and is now ina flourishing condition — 
termined to visit this place ; and the king, on my in-|and it is perhaps remarkable, that an institution of a 
vitation, readily took passage with me in order tha-|similar character should not have been long ere this 








we might investigate the matter together. 


the aggressors. 
In Upper California every thing appears to be set- 
tled and quiet. From all the information I was able 


to obtain, the citizens of the United States residing | 


there have been respected and protected by the au- 
thorities of the place, since the unfortunate occur- 
rence of April, 1840; and I received assurances from 
the acting Governor of the Department that he should, 
in conformity with the orders he has received frow 
the Government of Mexico, cause them to be regard- 
ed and treated in all respects like native citizens of 
the country. 

On this coast nothing of particular interest has re- 
cently occurred. 

Having now visited all the principal places in this 
gea, resorted to by our whalers for refreshments, re- 
pairs, &c., I shall leave this om on to-morrow, or 
next day, for the coasts of Chili and Peru, where it 
will be necessary to give my rigging and sails a thor- 
ough overhauling after their long wear and tear, as 
by the time we arrive at Callao, we shall have been 
ten months under sail since we left Norfolk in De- 
cember last. 

It gives me pleasure to add that we enjoy good 


r 
S 


health at present, and have lost no one since the’ 


death by small pox. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 
J. H. AULICK, Com’dt. 
The Hon. SecreTARY OF THE NAVY, 
Washington, D. C. 


Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Charles Wilkes 
Comd’t of the Exploring Expedition, dated at San 
Francisco, Upper California, 31st October, 1841 ad- 
dressed to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 

“It becomes my pleasing duty to make known to 
the Government, previous to leaving the north-west 
coast of America, the strong obligations we feel for 
the many kind attentions and civilities which we 
have received from John McLaughlin, Esq. chiet 
factor of the Honorable Hudson’s Bay Company at 
Fort Vancouver, and to all the officers of the Hon- 
orable Company with whom we have had intercourse, 
in the prosecution of the duties, in the Oregon Ter- 
ritory required by my instructions. These getlemen 
have done every thing to facilitate our operations by 
the prompt attention and liberal supplies rendered 
the officers and crew of the late U. S. ship Peacock. 
on the occasion of her wreck on the bar of the Co- 


Jumbia: and also in the outfit of the U. S. brig, 


Oregon (late brig Thomas Perkins,) for which 1 
view the Expedition greatly indebted, having ena- 
bled me to carry my instructions more promptly and 
fully into effect. 


A NAVAL LycEUM.—We are happy to learn that a 
plan is in contemplation to form anaval Lyceum, at 
this naval station. Preliminary meetings of officers 
and citizens have already been held—and the organi- 
zation of the institution will soon take place. The 
design of this lyceum is, of course, of a strictly lite- 


rary and scientific character—and will comprehend a! 
library, cabinet of curiosities, models of naval archi-| 


tecture, &c., &e.--The benefits which will accrue 
from such an instil ition must be obvious to every one, 
and officers and citizens in this vicinity will be allow- 


ed to avail themselves of the privileges of the Lyceum, 


by being admitted members. In New York, an in- 


This we established on this station. 
did, and ina few hours after our arrival, the affair 
was satisfactorily adjusted ; our countrymen had been | 


stitution of this character was established several | 


A suitable room for the 
\library and cabinet is provided at the navy yard. 
This is a subject. in which all persons who are 
friendly to our gallant navy, must feel a deep interest. 
/They will gladly aid in establishing a lyceum on a 
respectable and firm foundation—which will be a 
enarantee of its future use(ulness—and we look for- 
ward to the time, and that too at no distant day, when 
ithe naval lyceum on this station will possess a library 
‘commensurate with the important object which it is 
\designed to accomplish—and, being ranked among the 
| most valuable of our literary institutions, will reflect 
ihonor on the navy, and onthe citizens of Boston and 
vicinity, who aided our officers in bringing it into life. 
|\—Boston Mercantile Journal. 


} 
' 





DISASTERS AT SEA DURING THE FOURTEEN 
|MONTHS ENDING WITH DECEMBER, 1841.—This re- 
cord has been delayed until the present month, that-a 
complete list of vessels lost up to the close of the year 
/1841, might be compiled.—The vessels and lives 
known to be lost are only enumerated. 

Many wrecks have been seen at sea, the fate of 
whose crews it is feared will never be known. Near- 
ly all have been wrecked on the coast of the United 
| States, and are as follows : 





Ships - - - 68 
Barques”- - 2 
Brigs - - 180 
Schooners - - - 246 
Slcops . - - 21 
Steainboats - - . 5 
Unknown - - . - 40 
Total - - - - 6557 
Of this number there were of English vessels, viz : 

Ships - . - - 22 
Barques - - oS ee 
Brigs - - : - 41 
Schooners - - . - 
Total - - - - 94 





| Connected with the above, the number of lives as- 
| certained to be lost is 650. In addition to this melan- 
|choly list, there has been reported 28 missing vessels, 
| the whole of which, itis feared, have gone down *>the 
caverns of the deep, with all on board. How impu:- 
tant that every opportunity should be improved to warn 
and exhort a class of men, who may be in our midst 
to-day, and in eternity to-morrow. ‘ 

It has been ascertained, from an average of many 
years, that the number of merchantinen wreeked an- 
nually on the coastof England, amounts to upwards 
of five hundred, aud the value of property lost is three 
millions sterling.—Sailor’s Magazine for Fe 





THE LOSS OF THE PEACOCK, so well related in the 
letter today from the Brooklyn Star, recalls, by the 
contrast in results, that of the French frigate Medusa, 
wrecked several years ago off the coast of Africa. 


In the American ship, we find calmness, energy, 
self-possession, and entire subordination, preserved, 
under most trying and dangerous circumstances. No 
‘confusion, no intoxication, and, by consequence, the 
safety of all on board—the gallant commander the last 
to leave his wrecked ship. 

In the case of the French frigate, there was great 
loss of life, and scenes on the raft to which the sur- 
vivors were obliged to resort, that exceeded in hor- 
ror all previous accounts of shipwrecks 
| Insubordination and intoxication caused the whole 
\—New York American, 
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cen” eniashone — - 
From the New Bedford Mercury. 


Monterey, Urrer Carirornia, Sept. 30, 1841. 
—The U.S. ship Vincennes, of the Exploring Expe- 
dition, arrived in San Francisco in August last. Her 
boats have been nearly 300 miles up the river, snr- 
veying; the officers speak in the highest terms of the 
country. The Porpoise and Flying Fish are expect- 
ed daily from the Columbia. The Expedition will 
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urgent necessity. At one period, indeed, she was 
completely sheathed in ice from her trucks to her wa- 
ter line. Weare happy, however, to state, that she 
has proved herself a first rate sea boat, and that she 
sails and works remarkably well. During the sever- 
est weather, and while a tremendous sea was running. 
she shipped no water but such as rolled in over her lee 
hammock nettingr — Norfolk Beacon. 


EP actipenaiie ’ | y | T ; } 
REVENUE corrers.— Woodbury, Capt Nones, sailed 


sail froin San Francisco about the end of October, | from Havana for New Orleans on the 10th Feb. 


homeward bound, via the Sandwich Islands and the! cme 
East Indies, and will probably arrive in the U. S. in| ~ 


May or June next. 


California must in time become a place of vast im- | — 


portance, the land, harbors and climate, being the best 
in the world; San Francisco being the very best. 
Should John Bull obtain this country, the owners of 


American whalers may bid farewell to their ships in 


the Pacific, in case of war between England and 


America. 


The English Hudson Bay Company, settled at the | 


Columbia, whose proper business is taking furs, have 
so far extended their projects as to build saw mills 
and supply the Sandwich Islands with lumber. 

They have entered into a treaty with Russian com- 
panies in the Pacific to supply them with provisions 


and goods of every description; a trade which wa; 


formerly enjoyed by Americans, a house in Boston 
having been largely interested. The Hudson Bay 
company have now purchased houses andstores at San 
Francisco to furnish the country with English goods. 
Recently New England goods were chiefly used from 
Boston direct, or via Callao or Mazatlan. 

When the strife of political excitement shall have 
subsided in America, government inay perhaps find 
time and inclination tosee what the English are do- 
ing in this part of the world. A few members of 
Congress may talk about these matters, while Eng- 
Jand is saying but little, yet thinking intensely. 

Yours, &e. 








VE. 
ORDERS. 
22—Mid W R Mercer, order to ree ship, N York, 


revoked. 
24—Lieut W S Swann, leave 3 mo’s having returned 
by order from coast of Brazil. 
Mid E Higgins, J S Taylor, naval school, Phila. 
25—Surgeon A A Adee, leave 3 mos having returned 
from duty on coast of Brazil. 
26—Comm’r J Gwinn, det’d from navy yard, Phila. 
Comm’r F Engle, navy yard, Philadelphia. 
Comm’r J Marston, leave 3 mos having returned 
from duty on coast of Brazil. 
Lieut J W Cooke, to join ship Ontario at New 
Orleans. 
Lieut S Larkin, frigate Columbia, Boston. 
Lieut E'S Shubrick, Charleston S C station. 
Mid J M Wainwright, receiving ship, N York. 











aval An teil igence. 











Home squapron.—Ship Falmouth Comm’r McIntosh, 
arrived at Norfolk on Tuesday last, and exchanged 
salutes with the Pennsylvania. 


The Falmouth has been out nine days at sea, having | 


left New York on the 14th inst. She has entered our 
port for the purpose of refitting, having experienced a 
constant succession of heavy gales, accompanied by 
hail, rain and snow, since their departure trom New 
York. She is short handed and has but a weak and 
inefficient crew, which has been still more reduced by 
an unusuaily large sick list, and excessive fatigue tl 
men have undergone. 

W hile laying to in a tremendous gale on Wednesday 
morning last, she split her main tupsail, stove in he: 
forward hammock nettings, sprung her mizen trysail 
mast, and slackened up her lower rigging to such a 


a 


degree, as to render her entrance into port a matter of 





PA bie la fy ie OP 

In New York, on the 24th Feb, Lieut HENRY D 
GRAFTON, of the US army, to REBECCA J H, 
daughter of the late Capt Eowarp Trencnarn, of the 


S navy. 





Di. tTHs. 


On board the U S ship Pennsylvania, Norfolk, on 
Friday last, DANIEL CASWELL, carpenter US 
navy. 

From the Nutional Intelligencer. 

Died, at New York, on the 19th instant, Lieut. 
FRANKLIN CLINTON, of the United States navy, 
youngest son of the Governor De Wirr Cuinron. 

* The death of this noble and generous young officer 
will be, to his family and numerous friends, an event 
which has long been looked for, as for years he has 
been suffering froma disease from which there was 
scarcely a possibility of recovery, and his death may be 
looked to as a merciful dispensation. He was a noble 
scion from a noble stock ; Whu wherever he was known 
commanded respect, and, by his large circle of naval 
friends, he was truly beloved. His career in the navy 
was short and brillant ;so long as his health permitted, 
he was ever upon active duty, and his ambition was to 
perform that duty well. For years he had suffered 
trom asthma, and, as the immediate cause ofthat dis- 
ease strongly portrays his character, we will repeat 
it here. He was the youngest and favorite son of Go- 
vernor C., and, until he entered the navy, was his 
constant companion. When about twelve years of age, 
his father give a large dinner party in Albany, and, 
after dinner, the party, including Frank, embarked in a 
beautiful boat which the Governor had just received 
as a present, to take a pull onthe Hudson. The even- 
ing was lovely, and the party remained upon the water 
enjoying their conversation and wine until after dark. 


| One of the party asked F. to jump into the river, which 


was of course declined, and produced a hearty laugh at 


| his expense , they then dared him to jump in, and said 


he was afraid. Nosooner was the word “tear? men- 


'tioned then our youne hero was overboard. He was 








unable to swim, ‘the current was rapid, and in conse- 
quence of the darkness it was some time before he was 
brought on board by one of the boatmen; and, as he 
was kept a long time in his cold, wet clothes, he was 
very unwell when he reached home. Asthma followed, 
and it laid the foundation of phthisis, of which he died. 

He selected the navy, as he was fond ot active life 
his sphere ofaction ; b ut, having been kept eleven 
yars inthe grade of Midshipman, his ambitious and 
spring spirit suffered much from * hope deterred.” He 
at one time carried on a controversy in the Army and 
Navy Chronicle, with much ability, upon the propriety 
offi cersof the Government taking an active part in 
the politics of the country ; jn which he maintained their 
right ta do so, although his opponents were two very 
able and distinguished gentlemen. He claimed the 


jright of jsuffrage as the Magna Charta of American 
| liberty, and none should exercise it more fearlessly than 


those who supported it at the cannon’s mouth. 

His sun, however, has set, and may it ever rest in 
peace. We who knew him well,:will ever remember 
f' RANKLIN CLinTon as the elegant gentleman, the accom- 
plished officer, a man of the greatest delicacy of feel- 
lpg, and of the finest sense of honesty, honor, and we 
are happy to know that he died a Christian. 
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